terms that have meaning to the 
cultist, the more the Holy Spirit 
can use it for his purposes. 
Share your faith in words 
designed to reach the cultist. 
Stress assurance of salvation 
with the millennial sect groups, 
for they have little confidence in 
this area. Stress the divinity of 
Christ to the mind groups and 
the call for complete dedication 
of all that you are—mind, body, 
soul, action. 

Start with your neighbor—The 
best cultists to begin to relate to 
are not the young Mormon 
missionaries who come to your 
door. They are only in your 
community for a few months at 
most and are on the offensive in 
coming to see you on behalf of 
their faith. 

Share your faith first with your 
neighbor who is a member of a 
cult group. You will have more 
opportunity for continuing 
contact. There will be more 
chances for your life to be a 
witness as well as your words. 

Do not close off contact. 
Effective interfaith witness 
leaves the door open for other 
opportunities to share and 
converse. Be ready to minister, 
to listen, to go back. 


Resources 
Southern Baptists have 
discovered multiple resources in 
the Department of Interfaith 
Witness of the Home Mission 
Board. This department has 
produced a number of printed 
and audiovisual materials to 
help Baptists understand other 
faiths and increase their witness 
skills in relating to persons of 
other persuasions. The current 
offerings of pamphlets, books, 
tapes, and filmstrips from this 
source are found in the HMB 
Products Catalogue, which may 
be ordered from the Home 
Mission Board. 

In addition to the materials, 
the Department of Interfatih 
Witness maintains a staff (in 


Atlanta) and appointed 
missionaries (in regional centers) 
to help Baptist churches, 
associations, and state 
conventions in conferences and 
encounter events. 


The Challenge for Contact 

What results can be expected as 
you seek to relate to cultists? If 
yours is a vital, warm, Christian 
witness, then the Jehovah's 
Witness will have input contrary 
to what his leaders have told 
him: that members of 
“Christendom” are cold, do not 
know their Bible, and have no 
sense of joy in their faith. 

The Christian Scientist will 
have encountered a person who 
is also concerned about personal 
wholeness but who does not 
have to deny pain, disease, and 
death in order to attain it. The 
Moonist will be challenged that 
he cannot claim the name 
“Christian” for his group and 
continue to hold beliefs that are 
radically deviant from biblical 
teaching. 


Some people went into cult 
groups seeking meaning for their 
lives. Some find within their cult 
a climate for growth. Others are 
still looking because they failed 
to find in the cult that for which 
they were searching. These 
persons may find in your words 
and life some directions that 
may lead them from their group 
to yet another community—the 
community of Christian faith, the 
church. They may shift their 
comraitment from a cult, its 
leader and its authority, to the 
one God who has given himself 
to us in the person of Jesus 
Christ. 

Sense the possible impact of 
your witness, and be active in 
sharing it. CT] 
~ Reprinted from Equipping Center module The 
Christian Confronting the Cults, Church Training 
Department, BSSB. 

‘From The New English Bible: Copyright © The 
Delegates of the Oxford University Press and the 
Syndics of the Cambridge University Press, 1961, 1970. 
Reprinted by permission. 

*This quotation is from The Bible in Today's English 
Version. Old Testament: Copyright © American Bible 
Society 1976. New Testament: Copyright © American 
Bible Society 1966, 1971, 1976. Used by permission. 
Subsequent quotations are marked TEV. 

*From the Revised Standard Version of the Bible, 


copyrighted 1946, 1952, © 1971, 1973. Subsequent 
quotations are marked RSV 
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